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Ski Resort Swaps Fiberglass for Sustainable Wood

BY MARTINIGQUE DAVIS

TELLURIDE - These are over
350 wrail sipns affined w0 posts and
nailedd o trees aczoss the Telluride
Ski Resort.

The harsh high-alpine climae
on Telluride's slopes is no match for
the signs’ fibenglass corstruction,
andl every five of so years, the clas-
sie rectangubar blue sgns need 0 be
replaced.

And so, every five of so yeass,
Telluside Ski Patroller Jien Greene
would remove hundreds of wom-
out, plastic-based signs from asound
the mourtain. Since the sigrs cannot
e refurhished, they all wese destined
fio thee Landfill.

“Wie'd fll a dumpstes with these
six-foot by oee-foor fiberglass signs,
and 1 thoughe, thene's gon o be a bet-
ter way,” says Greene.

Those  dumpsters  hrimming
with  glass-reinforced  plastic peo-
vided the imperus behind Greene's
new business, Greenewors Signs,
Cireene's “better way™ is rmanifest
in handsome, ecologically friendly
wooden trail signs that will eventa-
ally replace all 350 fiberglass signs
1 the Telheride Ski Area.

Made of cedar, Greeneworx
signs book like they're hand-carved
out of a single piece of wood ({1
actually several phoces, stacked -
pether). Fach sipn boass white let-
tering projecting off & natral brown

background, ard is emblazoned with
the red Telluride Ski Resort logo,
Reminiscent of the wooden ki area
signs popular in the 1970, Greene's
signs represent a simple and narsal
wet uniquely refined take on the tra-
ditional trail sign.

Not only are  the cedar
Gireenewors signs moee altractive
than their electric-blue fiberglass
counterparts, they can be refae
bished, as well, so that they won't
wind up in the dumpster when they
start i show sigrs of aging. Greene
has goaranteed his signs for fve
yeass, bul said he expocts them o
last even longer.

Thanks o the wood construe-
tion, his signs are far less woxic than
fiberglass signs, manufacired out of
a plastic-hased shery infused with
fine fibers of glass, The MNational
Tomicology Program classifies in-
halable plass wool fibers like those
fourd in fiberplass products as “[r]
easonably anticipated w be a uman
cancinogen,” and despite siriet fsna-
facuring guidelines there s a higher
incidence of lung eancer among fi-
berglass factory workers.

The Telluride Ski Resort has re-
placed 35 fiberglass signs so far, all
in Prospect Basin, and anticipates a
full replacerment of all plastic-based
signs on the area within three o five
years,

Gireene, who deseribes himsell
&t miore a tinkerer than a carpenier,

leamed his woodworking basics in
bis father's wood shop in Washingon
Snae, and refined his tinkering skills
working year-round for the Telleride
Ski Resort for the last 15 vears, as a
aki patroller in the wintes and on the
mounlEin's Sumer erew,

“For vears T was wracking my
brain abour what [eould doin my line
of waork, something that could be iy
o business and also my own hit
of envizonmental initiative, however
srnall it may be,” Greene explains of
the evolution of Greeneworx Signs.

Not only has the creation of his
new business helpad this father and
lemgtime local realive his personal
goal of making a difference; it has
alsn provided the Telluride Ski Re-
sorl with &n oppoeTumily io pul some
of its envirommental initiatives ino
athon,

SUSTAIMABLE SIGNAGE - Telluride Ski Patralar Jim Greens natalled

a new wood sign rear Litt 5 last week [above); 8t left, a dumpster full of
discarded trad signs that ara thrown out every five years oF so. (Phota

by Brent Schreckengost)

“This is & great example of an  Ski and Golfs CEO, of Greenz's

tdiza which is good for the environ-
meent, the eompany, and the indi-
vidual," says Dave Riley, Tellride

ECURSIgn project.

see SIGNS on page 27
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Accoeding wo Tedluride Sk and
Giolf™s Manager of Foo Advennres
and Environmental Programs Katie
Creisaler, one of the resort's goals is
1 “practice resporsiile environmen-
tal stewandship” Additonally, the
Telluride Ski Resort i one of only
eight resorts in Noh America that
prarticipated in the inaugural year of
e Climate Challenge this year. The
Climate Challenge s a voluntasy
program, administered deough the

National Ski Area Association, tht
reoognizes ki aress that are onoim-
mitted o developing greenfouse gas
irventores and setting poals foe car-
o redsetion. Telluside Skiand Golf
revently set agoal o reduce is green-
hiouse gpas emissions by 5 percent in
the mext five years, Gelssler reports.

“Tum's wail sign peoject aligns
guite well with the Climate Chal-
lenge initiative, a5 one of the catego-
gies wie will continie o measuse, and
ultimately reduce, is solid waswe,"
Creissler says,

S0 while Telluride is ome of only
a few ski areas involved in the Cli-
mate Challenge, row it s abso one
of the only ski aress 1o be reducing
its carbon fooipring and waste outpu
with a change that"s both ecological-
Ty friendly and visually pleasing.

“We are so excited o be able
o benefit from Jim's coeativity and
craftsmanship,” says Telluride's Vice
President of Rescet Operations Eliz-
aheth Howe. “Not only ane the signs
miade locally and from cedar, mather
thean fiberglass, but they ane beautiful

and eontribute to Telludde's goal of
being “Unrmatched.™

Greene hopes  that the eco-
friendly trail sign project he's under-
taken at his bome mountain is just
the beginning of Greenewors Sipns'
redgn, and that other ki resoers will
take notice of Telluride's eye-cach-
ing and waste-reducing trail signs
and jurrp on boand.

“Evervbody's using the fiber-
glass signs, becanse that’s what's
available from the main ki anea sip-
pliers. Some of these larger ski ar-

e st have thousands of signs. ..
and they must be flling up so many
dumpsters™ with wom-out signs, le
Says.
“The Telluride Ski Area is con-
stantly ralking about sustainability,
and also supporting bocal business.
They really came through on this
ore, and hopefully other resors
will wo. Hopefully this will become
the new ski area standand for il
sigre”
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